Farmers’ Practices for Weedicide-free Farming

Bhanuja, Ananthpur, Andhra Pradesh

Area: Experience: Crops: Polycropping System including Millets, Groundnut,
33 Acres 3years Pulses, Vegetables and Horticultural Crops
(d Weeds are not useless plants.

d

J

Uses: Medicinal herbs, source of leafy vegetables cooked and eaten as delicious,
nutritious dishes, Fodder for Cows

Like current year, frequent and unusual rains create weed problem

Mulch: It inhibits further growth of weeds.

= Live mulching done with multiple creeper species like horsegram (vulavalu), cowpea and field
beans.

Implement like a weeder which women also use are used.

Use of Browntop Millet: Cover Crop against Weeds, Fodder for Animals and Grain for
Human Consumption. Crop is grown between two furrows of the main crop,

Seed Rate: For Line Sowing: 1 Kg/Acre; For broadcasting: 2 to 2.5 Kg/Acre

In the collective farming system evolved here, both the women of the group and hired
labourers are also brought in to remove weeds manually, with half the wages paid in
cash but the other half paid in kind in the form of vegetables, greens, millets etc. This
reduces out of pocket expenses to an extent.

Women Collective Farming

Address: C. Bhanuja, R. E. D. S., Ananthpur, Bhavani Tower 4% Floor, Nandamurinagar, Andhra Pradesh PIN: 515001
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Browntop Millet as a Cover Crop to Control Weeds




